
Expressions of Gratitude 
The Family of Flora Elizabeth Henderson would like to thank you all for your 

prayers, texts, calls, and words of encouragement during this difficult time. It 

won’t be forgotten. 

 

Pallbearers 
Simeon Frazier - Leonard Copeland II - James Edwards 

Kevin HayGood - William Whitted - Charles Ferguson 

 

Honorary Pallbearers 
Clarence Green – Henry Scott – Morris Jackson 

 

In lieu of flowers, we ask that you make a donation to Mom's alma mater, 
Central State University and type Flora Taylor class of 1968 in the notation box. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To offer condolences to The Henderson Family, 
visit www.TheChapelofPeace.com 

http://www.thechapelofpeace.com/


Obituary 

Flora Elizabeth Henderson, a beloved wife, mother, grandmother, mentor, and friend to many, 
passed away peacefully on January 8, 2024, in her hometown of Columbus, Ohio. Born on October 

2, 1946, Flora was an anointed vessel who touched the lives of countless individuals with her 

kindness, compassion, and commitment to serve in her church and community. 

 

Flora was born and raised in Columbus, Ohio to the late Richard Calvin Taylor and Helen James 

Taylor. As a child she was a student at Beatty Park Elementary school and was involved with Paxey’s 

Charm School. As a member of Second Baptist Church, Flora was involved in the Youth Choir, 

Concord (ecumenical) Choir, Orchestra, and Girl Scouts. During her adolescence, she was active in 

various arts, such as ballet, tap and piano. Flora attended Champion Junior High School where she 
pursued the violin and clarinet in concert band. Her love for instrumental music continued when she 

attended East High School and participated in the orchestra and marching band. Flora graduated 

from East High School in 1964 and attended Central State University. In 1968, she graduated with 

her bachelor’s degree in education. 

 

During the fall of 1968, Flora began her illustrious 31-year career as teacher in the Columbus Public 

School system. She belonged to a crop of young black educators ready to impact the lives of urban 

elementary school children. Flora specialized in reading as she went above and beyond to ensure 

each student felt valued and appreciated. Flora’s teaching career consisted of multiple elementary 

schools in various parts of the Columbus Public School district until her retirement in 1999. 

  

Despite her retirement, Flora volunteered as a tutor wherever she was needed and continued 
tutoring children in her home during the pandemic. On October 28, 1978, Flora married the late 

James Ross Henderson who also dedicated his life towards teaching in the Columbus Public School 

system. Throughout their 39 years of matrimony, James and Flora shared a common compassion 

towards education. On January 11, 1980, Flora was blessed with a son, James Taylor Henderson, 

affectionately known as J.T. Beyond her professional career, Flora dedicated her life to serving the 

house of God in various capacities of ministry. As a charter member of Good Shepherd Baptist 
church, she participated in the Gospel Choir and taught Vacation Bible School. Flora’s compassion 

for children continued as she accepted the role to direct the Buds of Promise Children’s Choir at Mt. 

Olivet Baptist Church. 

 

As she continued to touch the lives of countless individuals, build strong relationships, and leave a 

lasting impression to all she encountered, Flora became an advocate for single parents as she 

founded Women with Courage at Rhema Christian Center. Throughout the 20-year tenure of Women 

with Courage, the ministry served in various capacities including children’s coat drives, baby bottle 

fundraisers and decision health centers. The organization also provided workshops that dealt with 
prayer and keys to Christian parenting. Flora’s heart remained full of joy as she witnessed the lives 

impacted from Women with Courage. While attending Rhema Christian Center, Flora also became a 

licensed minister, personal worker, and prayer counselor. For the last year, Flora has attended 

Christ Memorial Baptist Church who’ve embraced her with open arms. Flora always accepted the 

call to pray for people, no matter the time of day. She was a faithful servant indeed. 

  

Flora will always be remembered as a compassionate and dedicated mother, wife, friend, and 

teacher. Her legacy of love, kindness and commitment to education and ministry will continue to 
bless many for generations to come. Flora leaves behind her son, James Taylor Henderson (Ardena); 

grandson, Joshua Timothy Henderson; sister-in-law, Veronica B. Green (Clarence); and niece, Holly 

Henderson. Flora also leaves special cousins, many lifelong friends, and countless adopted family 

members. 

May she rest eternally in the arms of her Heavenly Father. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  



Order Of Service 

We little knew that day, 

God was going to call your name. 

In life, we loved you dearly, 

In death, we do the same. 

 

It broke our hearts to lose you. 

You did not go alone. 

For part of us went with you, 

The day God called you home. 

 

You left us peaceful memories, 

Your love is still our guide. 

And although we cannot see you, 

You are always at our side. 

 

Our family chain is broken, 

And nothing seems the same, 

But as God calls us one by one, 

The chain will link again. 

 

 

 

  

PROCESSIONAL ....................................................................... Organist 
 
MUSICAL SELECTION ..................................................... Urban Strings 
 
SCRIPTURE READING ..........................................................................  
     Old Testament ............... Herbert Ziglar………………..Proverbs 3:5-6 
     New Testament ............ Iris Ziglar………………...Philippians 3:20-21 
                                                                                                                                                                  
PRAYER OF COMFORT ............................... Pastor Edward Poindexter 
 
SELECTION ...................................... Christ Memorial Musical Selection 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS .................................... Deaconess Janice Ross 
 
OBITUARY ......................................................................... Judy Dodson 
 
REMARKS ............. Catherine Willis, Simeon Frazier, Charles Ferguson 

Nadine Worrell, Toni Williams, Ramora Milner 
 

SOLO ............................................................................ Michelle Upshaw 
 

Eulogy 
Bishop Lafayette Scales 

 
BENEDICTION .................................................. Bishop Lafayette Scales 
 
COMMITTAL ................................................ Pastor E. Richard McDaniel 
 
RECESSIONAL ........................................... Clergy, Family, and Friends 
 



Do Not Stand At My Grave AndWeep 

If Roses grow in Heaven 

Lord, please pick a bunch for me. 

 

Place them in my Mother’s arms 

and tell her they’re from me. 

 

Tell her that I love her and miss her, 

and when she turns to smile, 

place a kiss upon her cheek 

Do not stand at my grave and weep. 
 
I am not there. I do not sleep.  
 
I am a thousand winds that blow.  
 
I am the diamond glints on snow.  
 
  
 
I am the sunlight on ripened grain.  
 
I am the gentle autumn rain.  
 
When you awaken in the morning's hush. 
 
I am the swift uplifting rush. 
 
  
 
Of quiet birds in circled flight.  
 
I am the soft stars that shine at night.  
 
Do not stand at my grave and cry;  
 
I am not there. I did not die. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


