ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We take this opportunity to express
our profound gratitude to you, our
many friends, for your kindness
shown during this very difficult time
and death of our loved one. We
thank you for your prayers, cards,
flowers, food, telephone calls, visits,
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and every act of kindness shown.
Again, from the very depths of our
hearts we say, “Thank You". 4
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Jerrell Johnson s
Randy Spotts :
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Darryl Byers

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Lisa Moten
Dawn Houchins
Del Branch ' .
Beth Grimes-Douglas 2 In Loving Memory of I

Elite Limousine
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Taste of Trinity
2600 S. Hamilton Road

Columbus, OH 43232 | June 27,1962 - 4B - August 18, 202

(Immediately Following Service)
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¥ MINISTRY OF COMFORT ENTRUSTED TO: |
2 b, (2. MARLAN J. GARY FUNERAL HOME | SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 2022

: e e S VISITATION: 1:00PM SERVICE: 2:00PM
@ap 0/ caco Coast i THE CHAPEL OF PEACE EAST
; : fu‘f : 5456 EAST LIVINGSTON AVENUE :
| COLUMBUS, OHIO 43232

“The Service Driven Funeral Professionals”



OBITUARY

Smooth” Lamont Smith was born on June 27, 1962, in the city of
untington, W.Va. Jon was born to the late John Cotton and Brenda Lee

Jon was passionate about basketball, he played throughout his childhood
and went on to college to play basketball. He graduated from Huntington
High School in the class of 1980, the year he was named basketball player of
the year. Following high school, Smooth went on to play basketball at WV
State College and then later transferred to University of Pikeville, Kentucky.
Later Jon would then move to Columbus, Ohio where he worked for T.
Marzetti for 28 years.

Jon remained connected to basketball throughout his life by playing on
summer leagues and coaching the Franklinton Titans AAU youth basketball
team and OYSP (Ohio Youth Sports Preparatory) basketball team. On
August 18, 2022, Jon lost his battle with metastatic prostate cancer.

Jon was called home to heaven to join his father, John Cotton and mother
Brenda Smith-Ervin, Grandmother Lillian Smith, Brother Ronald “Dolla”
Smith, Sister Debbie “Disco Deb” Smith Gibson-White and grandson
Jae’son Hill who preceded him in death.

Jon leaves to cherish his memories, girlfriend Seretta McBroom. His children
Charlie (Kasey) Pankey of Indian Land, SC and Brandon “Beast”
(Champagne) Hill of Columbus, Oh, surrogate children Trevelyn and
Chassdie and Rokeem Jordan. Siblings, Charles “Randy” Smith of Richmond,
Va. Stacy (George) Crisp of Huntington, WV. And Lillian “Michelle” (Ken)
Logwood of Reynoldsburg, Oh. Grandchildren Keymaura, Aydin, Ryleigh
and Brycen Pankey of Indian Land, SC. Breia and Brandon Hill of
Huntington, WV, Jae’onna and Jae’Mya Hill of Columbus, Ohio.

Jon had many nieces, nephews, cousins and a host of other relatives, special
friends and his AAU basketball team members that will cherish his
memories and remember all the fond times that were enjoyed with
“Smooth”.
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" His name is Jon

L
“Smith:

o PO

it could be Jon Smooth

By DAVE WELLMAN
nenld-bl;utamuns writer
J_u'n Ward says simply, ““Jon

Slmuh is the best guard in the
state.”’

Few op- F%
ponents of SR
the A
smooth, 5
foot-10
senior
guard
would dis-
agree e
with the £5%%
Hunting-
ton High
coach's
a55CSs-
ment - Smith
Smith
has glided oveg, around and
through taller defenders for a 24.7
points-per-game average through
the Ponies’ first 12 contests, and
has scored at a 27,3 clip during the
past six games
*Jon does a lot of things right."
Ward says. “He makes a few mis-
takes, but-he's soquick it's just un-
real.” 5
Smith has had games of 28 points
once. 29 points three times, and 31
points twice. Last year asa junior,
playing in the shadows of David
Wade and Kevin Dillard, he aver-
aged 13.2 during the regular sea-
son, hitting double figures 14
times. ;
Wade and Dillard have gradu-
ated. This year, assuming the
same role as that held by the John

Smith leads another Pony
Express fast break

Merald-Dispatch/Lee Bernard

Smith of Pocahontas fame, Jon
Smith is the “captain’’ of the
Ponies’ attack

He cxpects the lessons he's
learned this year will help him in
the future. N

“Yeh, I'm going to go to cok
lege.”” he says’ confidently |
want to make a career for myself
and get my degree in physical edy-
Calion or something like that. "

His dream doesn't end there

“The pros.”” he says. “1'd like to
grow o about 61, then | think |
could I could play in the pros

The slender Smith bas been
working toward his dream for at
least nine years. He started in the
Huntington Buddy League. plaving
for. Tradewell and Huntington
Gold, and has continued through
years at the YMCA, Oley Junior
High and. now. Huntington High.

Between games and seasons, he
and brother Randy — who played
at Hunungton St Joe for two seca-
sons — spend long and busy hours
practicing

“I used to stay up until 2 o'clock
in the morning playing at Scoll
Community Center."' he re-
members

Randy also attends Huntington
High. but is ineligible to play bas-

ketball this season because he

transferred from St. Joe.
""Randy’s quicker than me. he
plays betler defense than me,"

'+ Jon says. ""He's strictly an assist
. man 3

Jon is trying to become the com-

iplete _player, He works on his
shooting. passing. and leaping. He
exercises, And. he expects (o rum

distance events for HHS this track

season. hoping to better his speed
and endurance even more

"_'l’n_pla,v point guard in college. j

Y

so I've got to work on my drib
bling,"* he says, ‘*And my set.shot
it's not on right now. [ don't know
ugggt‘s wrong with it, but I'l] ge!
i 9 .

Smith, point guard Dwaint
Barnes and speedy Gaston Walket

‘ have led a Ponies' {ast break that

at times this season, has resem
bled a blur. But still, Smith is nu
salisfied.

“"We use our quickness to tra
alot. but we haven't been running
good lately.”" he says. "We've go
lo run. That's our game’

If the Ponies don't run, the
don’t win. They have Lo overcomt
big height disadvantages nearl
every Uimeiout; and they do it wit!
speed — and Smith's shooting

IU's paid off. With an 84 recore
Huntington High began the seaso
slowly. But, the Ponles now have
five-game winning streak and an
climbing higher in the state ral
ings weekly. . :

Tuesday night. Huntington tray
eled to Charleston and sound)
whipped a fine Stonewall Jacksd
team that had defeated the Ponie
carlier in Huntington. So, there:
every reason to believe Hunting
ton'is beginning a stretch drive 44
ward a shot at the West Virgind
Class AAA championship.

“I think we're going to win it}
Smith says. “We've just got to ru
more. "’ '

A state championship wouldn
hurt Smith's collegiate chance)
He's already been comtacted b
Washington, State. the Universil
of Pacilic, the University of Sa
Francisco and Ohio University,

'The University of Pacific sab

it L returntheir letier they'l! tak

- meiout there to see it he sav-

Tl return gt
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il 1 keep hearing a voice that says, “Grieve not for me.”

‘E@m@mﬂ% the best times,

e me, the songp.
The good life 1 lived while 1 was strong.

Continue my heritage, I'm counting on you.
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My mind is at ease, my soul is at rest.
Remembering all, how 1 tmly was blessed.
Continue traditions, no matter how small.

Go on with your [ife, don’t worry about fa”s.

1 miss you all dearly, so keep up your chin.

we e toge%m AGALIL.
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