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If the Equalizer had to correct us on our behavior and actions towards each other, he never     

allowed the negative issues surrounding the issue to weaken his decision to bring us back into 

balance. Our Equalizer always made sure portions were fair, even if the scale did not seem to be 

balanced to us.  His words were always appropriate even when the words cut through our     

feelings to get us to the heart of the matter. Our Equalizer made sure that no matter the          

issue, we were held accountable to the word of God first. The Equalizer always gave                

unconditional love, something we all were taught, and he reminded us to practice it. He showed 

us that love and forgiveness are equally balanced because no one suffers a loss when there is an 

even exchange.  The weight of our loss may never be even, …… one day up the next day down, 

but we have comfort in knowing the conversations, wisdom, actions and time spent with our 

cousin, The Equalizer, will hold us in balance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“ 

“The Equalizer” 

Michael Lawrence Ellison, Jr. 



A Celebrated Life 
Son, Brother, Father, Uncle, Nephew, Cousin, Mentor and Friend    

 

Michael Lawrence Ellison, Jr. was born on October 11, 1984 to Dianna Lynn Brice and  

Michael Ellison Sr. He came with a head full of hair and the longest prettiest eyelashes, which   

became his    calling card even into adulthood. As a child, Mike was kind and always ready to 

smile, laugh and play. His playful nature garnered him the nickname “Woodie.” As a youth he 

played little league with the Mt. Vernon Tigers, he was a Maryland pool regular and a part of 

one of best youth league        basketball teams Beatty Recreation Center produced.  With his 

lifelong friends in tow he became a drummer with African Beginnings Children’s Dance      

Ensemble. Michael attended East High School and graduated in 2003 as a Section leader of the 

Funk Mob drumline for the East High School  Marching Tigers under Ms. Martha Hal and 

Marcel Reeder. 
   

Michael knew early that he had a free spirit and working for “the man” wasn’t his path. He  

entered The Ohio State University Barber School and found his niche.’ After graduation     

Michael began providing services at a small shop on the westside called “Righteous Cuts,” it 

was then, Mike cut into the barber world! Due to his special talent of connecting to people,   

listening actively and finding     silver linings, he built up a clientele that would follow him for 

the next 15 years. Here, co-workers  became mentors and brothers, and clients became best 

friends. Mike’s professional journey had turned into a place of love, growth and wisdom. 
  

In 2010, Mike became a dad. Beaming with pride, his legacy would carry on with the birth of 

his first son,  Michael Ellison III. Family had always been important to him, but this    started 

a new and important chapter in his life. Family dinners and activities were top of the list of 

ways to enjoy life.  Traveling to celebrate family and friends also became important as trips to 

hang with the St. Louis family on down to Alabama could never be missed, if he could help it. 

He just recently returned from Jamaica celebrating his favorite guy, his brother, D’von.         

Michael was thrilled at the opportunity to become a dad again when his Fiancé’ Shyann     

Graham announced she was expecting.  In October, the Ellison clan welcomed its last princess 

with Milanna Lynn Ellison. Mike spent many days just cooking and playing with his children,   

Michael, Mi’Air, Kristionna and Michael Lee Taylor and Milanna Lynn, who he nicknamed 

“Poodie Woodie.” 
  

Michael was patient and understanding. Anyone could talk to him about their problems,      

situation or difficulties and he would listen, offer advice and tell you when to just “let it go.” 

He found joy and laughter in troublesome times and could bring a smile across your face with 

ease. He had compassion for all, no matter where their life had taken them.  

 
 

 



His grandmother instilled kindness, Aunt Julie was his inspiration, Aunt Robin was his        

protector and Uncle Ed and Jay were his mentors along with being his babysitter. He loved 

all and was loved by all. And for this, he leaves behind a true example of what humanity is 

all about….honor one another.  

He was preceded in death by great grandparents, Lemon and Marion Ellison and Geraldine 

Stevens.  Grandparents, Julius and Annie Brice and Michael Stevens and Tarry Ellison 

(Waxie Gordon).  Uncle Robert Ellison, Great Aunts and Uncles; Gwen Johnson, Brenda 

and Marvin Stevens, Ethel Pauding, Robert Dudley, James Bolden, David Triplett and his 

special cousin, Tatum L. Brice. 

Those who remain with great memories of Michael Lawerence Ellison, Jr.; Children,       

Michael, Mi’Air, Milianni Ellison and bonus children, Kristionna Conner and Michael 

Taylor. His parents, Dianna Conner, Michael Ellison Sr.  Brother, D’von (Chacere);       

Sisters, Tamia, Mykeisha and Brianna. Grandmother, Lou Stevens; Aunts and Uncles;  

Robin (Joseph) Gammon, Edward (Lynette), Julie Brice, Julius (Brittany) Brice, Tiffany, 

Terrance, Dejuan, Troy Stevens and Jeanine (Gary) Mullins.  Special niece, Honestee and 

Aunt Darcella Smoot.  Special friends, Larry, Donte, C-low, Cowboy, Ike Belcher and   

Kevin Seals. 

To his beloved cousins who’s bond is unbreakable through the best and hardest of 

times. Remember, he is always with you… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“                                  The Order of Service 
Dr. Jerry D. Fryar, Officiant  

Prelude 

Processional…………………..……………………………………...…...….……..………...…………Clergy 

Scripture Reading and Prayer 

Prayer of Comfort………………………………...………………………..…………Minister Brenda Dudley 

Old Testament and  New Testament Reading …….………...…………………..…Elder Stephen Gammon 

Psalm 23 and John 4:1-4  

 

Musical Tribute……………………...…………………….…………………………………Cheryl Simmons  

“Don’t Cry For Me” 

                                                                        

Acknowledgements, Resolutions,  Reading of  The Obituary  

Quianna Simpson 

 

 

Loving Reflections from The Family ……………………….…………...………………….2 Minutes Please  

Dianna Lynn Brice- Conner and Michael Lawrence Ellison Sr., Mother and Father 

Edward Dudley, Uncle 

D’Von Ellison, Brother       

 

Musical Tribute………………………………..…………….…..…..……………….........Elder Jay Gammon 

“Let Go and Let God” 

 

  

The Eulogy 
Dr. Jerry D. Fryar, Senior Pastor 

Gospel Lighthouse Church 
 

Musical Tribute………………..………………...……….….………………..……………Marva  Bozeman 

“Safe in His Arms” 

Benediction         

                                                                                                                                                                                

Recessional………………………..……………………………………………………Song By Daryl Coley 

“He’s Preparing Me” 

 
 

 



Precious Moments 



 

 

 



                                          Pallbearers  
Christian Brown, Tyler Simmons, Josiah Gammon, Judah Gammon, Donte Sneed, Thurman 

Taylor, Edward “EJ’ Dudley, Jr.,  Jeremy Dudley, D’Von Ellison, Larry Whatley, Rodney 

Whitlow, Kevin Seals, Ray Pinager, “Cowboy” Darrell Lusk 

   
                                      Flower Bearers 

 

Javonna Brice, Quianna Simpson, Zeboney Barranda,  Elizabeth Grimes, Nia Sheard, Ami Kounta, Paige 

Dudley, Kya Riley, Marissa Daughter, Audara Hannah, Jasmine Payne 

 

      Expression of Thanks 
 

The family would like to extend our heartfelt thank you for all the prayers, calls, visits, food, and love shown 

at this time.  A special thanks to Marlan Gary for taking care of our love one, Pastor Jerry Fryar an Gospel 

Lighthouse Church for the service to the family, Thiossane Institute for the repass celebration at the Lincoln 

Theater,  Ultimate Elegance Barber and Beauty Shop for the public memorial service, and Tosah Conner of 

Soulful Bites, Event Catering Service.  

 

Final  Arrangements Entrusted To: 
Marlan Gary Funeral Services 

Columbus, Ohio 

 

Interment 
Greenlawn Cemetery  

1000 Greenlawn Avenue 

Columbus, Ohio  43232 

 
____________ 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 Repast immediately following the service at The Lincoln Theater, 
769 E. Long Street, Columbus, Ohio  43203 

 
 
 


